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Located in the geographic heart of Vancouver Island on the traditional territory of the We Wai 
Kai and Wei Wai Kum people, Campbell River and region includes the City of Campbell River on 
the east coast, the Discovery Islands, and vast tracts of wilderness that stretch west through 
Strathcona Provincial Park to Gold River, Tahsis, and Zeballos on the west coast. 

Campbell River sits approximately 265 km north of BC’s provincial capital, Victoria, and 238 km 
south of Port Hardy at the northwestern end of Vancouver Island. The island itself rests offshore 
from the southwest coast of Canada, north of Washington State, and across the Salish Sea from 
Vancouver, BC.

By Air
From the moment you touch down, the Campbell River Airport (YBL) offers a seamless start to your 
North Island adventure. Located just one minute off Highway 19, the airport offers unmatched 
ease of access and ample parking, ensuring your transition from air to road is effortless. The 
friendly, casual atmosphere is complemented by professional service that reflects the welcoming 
character of the city. 

 WestJet offers direct seasonal service to and from Calgary (YYC) from May through October, 
connecting the region to national and international flight networks. This creates a quicker “wheels 
down to destination” route to North Island and West Coast communities.

YBL also provides regular daily scheduled flights to Vancouver via Pacific Coastal Airlines. With a 
6,500-foot runway, the airport is a vital hub for private jet, charter, and scheduled service along the 
Pacific coast corridor. YBL also serves as a Canada Customs-authorized Airport of Entry (AOE) for 
private and chartered aircraft.

Float plane and helicopter services are available year-round at the Campbell River Tyee Spit and 
the Campbell River Airport. Seasonal float plane service connects Campbell River with Powell 
River, Seattle, and Downtown Vancouver, with Harbour Air providing scheduled flights between 
Downtown Vancouver and the Tyee Spit. The Comox Valley Airport (YQQ) is forty minutes south of 
Campbell River with daily flights to Calgary, Edmonton, and Vancouver.

By Road
Travelling north along the smooth four-lane Highway 19 is a breeze. With a speed limit of 110 
km/h, it takes ninety minutes to drive from Nanaimo’s ferry terminals, or add another two hours if 
you’re travelling north along the Trans-Canada Highway from Victoria. Those who prefer a leisurely 
route through friendly coastal communities can detour from the fast lane at Parksville, and enjoy 
the scenic Oceanside Route along Highway 19A.

Regularly scheduled trips north and south through Campbell River and its regions via daily bus 
service connect with ferry terminals and major Vancouver Island centres, and several car rental 
and charter bus agencies are located in Campbell River, as is reliable taxi service.
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By Sea
Many visitors enjoy the scenic journey to Vancouver Island by ferry, offering a relaxing start to any 
Campbell River adventure. BC Ferries provides daily vehicle and foot passenger sailings from the 
mainland terminals at Tsawwassen and Horseshoe Bay, with those heading directly to Campbell 
River typically booking passage to Nanaimo’s Departure Bay or Duke Point terminals. For travellers 
looking for a coastal loop, the Sunshine Coast route via Powell River is a fantastic option, allowing 
you to journey up the coast before taking the ferry across the Salish Sea directly to Comox, just a 
short drive south of Campbell River.

For foot passengers travelling from downtown Vancouver, the Hullo Ferry offers a fast, high-speed 
catamaran service directly into downtown Nanaimo, making the island more accessible than ever.

Once you arrive on the island, nautical visitors travelling by private boat or yacht are warmly 
welcomed at our local marinas. These full-service refuges offer a range of amenities for maritime 
travellers, including easy access to refueling at Discovery Harbour Fuel Sales in the heart of the city.
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Located on the beautiful west coast of British Columbia, 
Campbell River offers immersive activities all year round.
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Campbell River Airport

Where The Coast 
Connects

Direct Flights & Global Connections
Campbell River Airport (YBL) serves as a convenient aviation hub for travellers seeking efficient 
access to Central and North Vancouver Island. With daily service to Vancouver’s South Terminal (YVR) 
via Pacific Coastal Airlines, connecting with the mainland has never been easier. 

WestJet’s seasonal service to Campbell River (YBL) provides a seamless, one-stop connection to the 
world. By flying via WestJet’s global hub in Calgary (YYC), international travellers can bypass long 
drives and ferry transfers, arriving directly in the heart of Vancouver Island.

Terminal Services 
YBL terminal is equipped with essential services designed for the coastal traveller. The Fuel Up 
Cafe is a central feature, open early to provide hot meals and fresh-baked selections.

For onward travel, National and Budget Car Rentals maintain full-service desks on-site, 
complemented by the CR Shuttle Service for scheduled ground transportation across the region.

Distance From  
Urban Centres 
YBL Airport is centrally located among 
many Vancouver Island communities, 
providing an accessible gateway for 
visitors travelling throughout the region.

The Observation Deck
The YBL Observation Deck provides a unique unobstructed vantage point of our runway and 
taxiways as well as the mountains of Strathcona Park. Watch diverse aircraft arrive and depart, 
including corporate jets, turboprops, and helicopters. It is a scenic space for passengers and 
visitors to observe the daily operations that power the North Island’s connectivity.

Parking Made Simple
With ample parking stalls in immediate 
proximity to the terminal, passengers can 
avoid the delays of distant overflow lots 
and transit shuttles, ensuring a stress-free 
start to their journey. Drop-off and pick-up 
is free for the first 90 minutes. Further 
parking fees are as shown:

Parking

Daytime Parking (up to 12 hours) 
Overnight Parking (up to 24 hours) 
Weekly Parking 
Monthly Parking 
Annual Parking

Cost

$6 
$9 
$45 
$115 
$700
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our proud 
partners

urban area

Campbell River 
Comox Valley 
Qualicum Beach 
Parksville 
Tofino/Ucluelet 
North & West Vancouver Island 

driving time

10 Minutes 
30 Minutes 
1 Hour 
1 Hour 5 Minutes 
2 Hour 50 Minutes 
Varies
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MEMORIES SHAPED BY THE WILD
Whale watching and grizzly bear viewing from Campbell
River, one of Canada’s premier wildlife destinations.

Ethical, small-group boat tours rooted in conservation,
respect, and meaningful wildlife observation.

STORIES YOU
CARRY HOME
Multi-day sea kayaking
journeys into British
Columbia’s wild coast.

From Orca Camp
glamping to nomadic
wilderness expeditions.

wildcoastadventures.com
hello@wildcoastadventures.com
(250) 285-9453

campbellriverwhalewatching.com
info@campbellriverwhalewatching.com

(250) 287-2667
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